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FAITHFUL TIMES 
FPC August 2008 Newsletter 

  

New Command vs. Great Commission? Pt.2 
 
At the end of Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus says this to His disciples: 
 

Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age. (Matthew 28:18-20)    

 
This is commonly called ‘the Great Commission.’ In it, Jesus tasks His church (that’s you and I!) with taking the Good News 
of the Gospel to the nations. Until that time, the concept of mission in the Old Testament was that the LORD had placed the 
nation of Israel in the land, and Israel was to be a witness to the nations as they came into contact with her. The people of God 
were a kind ‘fixed point’ on the map, almost like a lighthouse. At the giving of the great commission, the mission then starts 
to spin out from Jerusalem. It was no longer a ‘sit in the land until people come through and see that the LORD is good.’ It is 
now a ‘go into the world so that the people can see that the LORD is good.’ The mission changed from the people of God be-
ing a fixed lighthouse in the land to the people of God being a bunch of lights that traveled all throughout the globe—the mis-
sion has gone world-wide. (This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.) 
 
This mission began in earnest with the Great Commission, but it has some clear echoes in the Old Testament. In Genesis, the 
LORD appeared to a man named Abram and made a promise to Abram. The LORD promised Abram that the LORD would 
give Abram a big family, a land to live in, that the LORD would be Abram’s God, and that the LORD would bless the nations 
through Abram. It’s in this last part of the promise that the Great Commission is in seed form, coming to blossom with the 
advent and work of Jesus.  
 
The Gospel really began to spread like wildfire(!) in the book of Acts. From chapter 2 onward, we see disciples of Jesus who 
were formerly scared and thick transformed into disciples who are boldly telling the greatest story ever told. Eventually, the 
apostle Paul works his way to Rome and is able to preach the Good News in the very center of the Roman Empire. The mis-
sion was spinning outward.  
 
And that’s where we find ourselves today. The mission is still spinning outward. The Church has been tasked by the Lord of 
the Church, Jesus Himself, Chief Missionary to take His Gospel to every part of the globe. And you’re a part of that!  
 
To be continued…. 
chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org 
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The Men’s Breakfast will  take place on August 10 at 
7:45am at the church.  Harvey and Frank will do the cook-
ing.  Good food and fellowship is always on the agenda.   
 
The men have been meeting for their Tuesday lunches at 
the church where Pastor Chris has led them in a Bible 
Study before they shared a meal and some good laughs.  
This study will end on August 12 and then they will be on 
the move again at various restaurants in our area for their 
usual Dutch Treat lunch.  Check out the Sunday bulletin  or 
call the church office to find out their weekly meeting 
place.  All men are invited. 
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Session Update: 
 
Your Session met on July 8th.  They took action on the fol-
lowing:   
 
· Approved the sale of the riding mower pending the ap-

proval of the Admin Com. 
· Arranged for Interim Deacon chair in the absence of 

current chair 
 
Your session prayed for the congregation and the Pastor 
Search Committee.  Your session meets on the second Tues-
day of each month.  If you would like to arrange time to ad-
dress a particular matter at one of these meetings, please 
contact Harvey Marsolan. 
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Mark your calendars!  Our 2008-2009 Sunday school/
Children’s Church  session starts Sunday, September 7th.   In 
our nursery Sunday School at 10:35—10:45 am, our little ones 
will learn about Jesus loving them and their families.  At 9—
10 am, our pre-k through 2nd grade class will start the Fall 
with studying Noah, Naaman, Rahab and Jericho in the “Love 
and Obey God” unit.  The 3rd—6th graders will study the 
New Testament during ‘08-’09.  Please keep our volunteer 
teachers in your prayers as they share the Gospel with our chil-
dren.  Please pray that our children will have a hunger for the 
Word. 
 
These is interest in having a Christmas program.  Be on the 
lookout for information.  We will need extra help putting it 
together.  I know it will be a special event for our whole 
church. 
 
Our children are preparing to return to their schools.  Please 
lift them and their teachers up in prayer.  Pray that our little 
ones will be little lights for Jesus! 
 

See You in Sunday School!!! 
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Faith Supports home mission Crisis Pregnancy Center! 

 
Members of Faith Presbyterian Church raised $1,205 to support the Crisis Pregnancy Center.  The Crisis Pregnancy Center is 
one of the home missions supported by Faith.  The funds were raised for the 50 mile bicycle ride that was supported by local 
churches in the community.  A total of $5,105 was raised for the event.���� 
 
If you desire to serve on the Faith Missions Committee, please contact Mark Siverd. 

How To Plant Your Garden 
 
For the garden of your daily living, plant three rows of 
peas: 
1. Peace of mind 
2. Peace of heart 
3. Peace of soul 
Plant four rows of squash: 
1. Squash gossip 
2. Squash indifference 
3. Squash grumbling 
4. Squash selfishness 
Plant four rows of lettuce: 
1. Lettuce be faithful 
2. Lettuce be kind 
3. Lettuce be patient 
4. Lettuce really love one another 
No garden is without turnips: 
1. Turnip for meetings 
2. Turnip for service 
3. Turnip to help one another 
To conclude our garden we must have thyme: 
1. Thyme for each other 
2. Thyme for family 
3. Thyme for friends 
 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.  
There is much fruit in your garden because you reap 
what you sow. 
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Estimated Needed              Collected in:         Over/Under 
Monthly Budget* 
                                           January 
 
General:   $13,000             17,428                  +4,420 
Building:  $ 4,700               2,585                   -2,115 
 
                                           February 
 
General:   $13,000             10,249                  -2,751 
Bldg:        $ 4,700               4,755                   +   55 
 
                                           March 
 
General:  $13,000               19,109                  +6,109 
Bldg.      $ 4,700                 6,378                   +1,678 
 
                                           April 
 
General:  $13,000                9,052                   -3,948 
Bldg:       $  4,700               2,206                   +2,494 
                                            
                                           May 
 
General:  $13,000                8,696                   -4,304 
Bldg:       $ 4,700                4,194                   -  506 
 
                                           June 
 
General: $13,000               16,145                  +3,145 
Bldg:     $4,700                   3,566                   -1,134 
 

July 
 

General: $13,000                9,131                   -3,869     
Bldg:     $4,700                   1,959                   -2,741 
                                            
*Current needs without provisions for new pastor. 
 
Administration Committee meetings take place on the 
second Monday of each month at 5:45 P.M. and are open 
to anyone who wishes to attend.  Your committee is made 
up with Harvey Marsolan, Chair, Patty Frutiger, Gary 
Schoen and Larry Terrell.����
 
WELCOME:  FPC has found a new financial secretary.  
Mrs. Vanessa  Bickham will join our staff as she comes in 
at least twice each month to take care of our payroll and 
accounts payables.  We feel blessed to have Vanessa join 
our family.  Please keep Vanessa in your prayers as she 
takes on these duties for us. 
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The Women’s Council is currently getting busy planning for 
the upcoming events.  There are many new members to the 
council and they are:  
               Joy Marsolan       Secretary/Treasurer 
               Amy Miller         Gospel 
               Faye Feddeck      Missions 
               Karen Terrell       Worship 
 
The returning members are: 
               Patty Frutiger      Covenant and Ex Officio 
               Lynn Fury           Vice President 
               Nikki Slaton        President 
 
If you don’t know them by name, but maybe by face, check 
out the board in the Administration Building to make a 
match. 
 
Currently, the team has been working on getting uniforms to 
students in need and collected over $600 for this project.  
We send a HUGE Thank You to all who contributed to this 
fund. 
 
This year will again show a return of the Fall Gathering, 
Double Nickels, Church-wide Christmas party and much 
more! 
 
Look for an upcoming events calendar to be out soon letting 
you know what exciting things we have planned and as al-
ways, we look forward to each of you getting involved.  If 
you have a special call or feel moved to be involved, then 
contact Nikki at 809-0984. 

 

Solution to Puzzle on page 2 
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     1 2 

3 4 5 
11:30a Men’s 
Study 

6 
10a Women’s Bi-
ble Study 

7 
 
6:30p Choir 

8 9 

10 
7:45a Men’s B’fast 
Scott Jeffrey, guest 
preacher 

11 
 
6p Administration 
     Meeting 

12 
11:30a Last Men’s 
Study in series 
7p Session 

13 
10a Women’s Bi-
ble Study 

14 
 
6:30p Choir 

15 16 

17 18 19 20 
10a Women’s Bi-
ble Study 

21 
 
6:30p Choir 

22 23 
Teacher Prayer  
Breakfast 

24 
Teacher Dedica-
tion Sunday 
 

25 26 
 
7p Gospel Jam 

27 
10a Women’s Bi-
ble Study 

28 
 
6:30p Choir 

29 30 

31 
Communion 
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FPC Contact Info  
Telephone: 985-875-1212   

Fax: 985-875-1213 
Church/Office Street Address 

16330 Hwy 1085 
Covington, Louisiana 70433 

 
Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 
9 am—4 pm 

 
E-Mail:  

Chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org 
Susie.lange@faithpreschurch.org 

Pam.greenbaum@faithpreschurch.org 
 

Sunday Times: 
Sunday School: 9:00am 

Fellowship: 10:00am 
Worship: 10:30am—11:45am  
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Deadlines 
 
Bulletin announcements need to 
be in the office by noon on the 
Wednesday before the Sunday 
they are to appear. 
 
Newsletter items need to be in the 
office by the third Thursday of 
each month! 
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