
  

FAITHFUL TIMES 
FPC November 2008 Newsletter 

Called to Be a Blessing—

To Others 
 
‘Where do you go to church?’ 
‘Faith Presbyterian over on 1085.’ 
‘Oh yeah, you’re the church that _______________________________.’ 
 
What goes in that blank? As of today, how would you fill in that blank? What types of things would you like to 
hear people say in 5, 10, or 15 years to fill in that blank? 
 
Here are a few things I wouldn’t like to hear in 15 years: 1) You’re the church that has that cute little building. 2) 
You’re the church that…wait, there’s NO Faith Presbyterian church on highway 1085, or anywhere in Coving-
ton. 
 
Here are my thoughts on response #1. Although I DO think we have a fabulous building (WE DO!), I would like 
to think that 15 years from now that Faith will have made such an impact on Covington and the Northshore that 
our building isn’t the first thing that comes to mind.   
 
I shudder to think about the possibility of response #2. The notion that Faith Presbyterian would not exist in 15 
years is disturbing to me, as I am sure it is to you.  
 
I was talking with someone in the church the other day, asking if they could name some people who have come 
to faith in Christ as a result of being connected to Faith Presbyterian. There was a long pause. We both named 
the same person. Person. Not people. That was just two people trying to think, let’s open the question up to all 
of you. Can you name someone who has come to trust Christ as a result of Faith Pres?  
 
It’s important that you hear the question I’m asking, and not hear the question I’m not asking. I’m NOT asking if 
Faith has been helping Christians grow in Christ—I’m confident that I know that answer. I’m asking if Faith has 
been obedient to Jesus in working out the Great Commission. I’m willing to go out on a limb and say that we 
are merely being a blessing to ourselves only if we are not reaching out into Covington with the Gospel. 
 
Let me offer a solution. I mentioned it last month. It’s a call for Faith to discover what we would like people to 
put in that blank at the top of this page. Author of  Small, Strong Congregations, Dr. Callahan suggests that 
each congregation discover how God has gifted them for service to their community. Here’s what he says about 
Mission in the community:  
 
‘Mission leads us beyond ourselves. Whenever a local congregation is effectively engaged in missional out-
reach, that congregation is a group of people living beyond their preoccupation with themselves…A church that 
genuinely and authentically becomes a church of the Good Shepherd…becomes a church that is more inter-
ested in helping than being helped. It becomes a church that is more interested in loving than being loved. It 
becomes a church that is more interested in giving than in getting. It becomes one of the distinctive churches in 
the community—a church that gives itself away in effective missional service.’ (Twelve Keys to an Effective 
Church) 
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October Session Recap 
 
The Session of Faith Presbyterian met on the evening of October 8th and took action on the following items:  

 
•      A building request from the Tallow Creek Home Owner’s Association was approved. TE Curtis will be in atten-

dance at the meeting to welcome the Tallow Creek Home Owners and invited them to the Gospel Jam and Fall 
Festival. 

•      A request for hurricane relief funds in the amount of $300 was approved for the City of Refuge EPC in Houston, 
TX.  

 
The meeting was closed with prayer for congregational needs.  
 
The next session meeting will be on Tuesday, November 11th. The session will be visited by Presbytery Facilitator, John 
Adamson. 

Sounds exactly like Philippians 2:4, right? ‘Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.’ Jesus isn’t asking us to do anything that He hasn’t already done for us. (Read the rest of chap-
ter 2 to see how Jesus look after the interests of others—it’s staggering!) 
 
Here are the main bullets that Callahan gives about discovering that thing to ‘fill in the blank’—he calls it ‘one ex-
cellent mission’. 
 

•      Small, strong congregations share one excellent mission (the blank filler) 

•      The congregation shares its mission as its gift with the whole community. The participants of the con-
gregation live a theology of service, not survival. 

•      The mission begins, frequently, with some precipitating even, some planning event, or some other de-
cisive event that stirs people’s discovery of their longings and strengths. 

•      The mission begins with three to five people. They share their mission with the spirit of a team. They 
deliver concrete, effective help. (After-school tutoring, vaccinations, etc) 

•      The mission is mutual. The consequence is that the new helpers for the mission come from among the 
persons helped. The congregation is a legend for the mission and service of a few people in the con-
gregation. 

 
Again, don’t hear what I’m not saying. I’m not saying that in seeking to discover who we are as a church and how 
God has gifted us for service in Covington that we stop doing morning worship, Bible studies, prayer and youth 
meetings, and things like VBS. We’ve got great things going on already, and it may be that one of the things that 
we currently do can turn into our ‘fill in the blank excellent mission.’ 
 
Right now is the time for us to be thinking about these things. Paul says in Ephesians 4:12 that the purpose of pas-
tors and teachers is “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.” The saints (the 
Church—YOU ☺) are to do the work of ministry. As you can see from the bullet points above, the discovery of the 
excellent mission comes from the grassroots of a congregation. It’s not a top-down imposed vision. It’s something 
a congregation discovers is in line with the way God has gifted them.  
 
Next month, I’ll put before you some specific questions to help us think as a congregation on these things. 
 
Think and pray about how you want people to fill in that blank 15 years from now. 
 
chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org  
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Poinsettias 
 
Please call the church office by November 16th  if you 
would like to purchase a poinsettia for the church’s  
Advent season in honor or memory of a loved one.  The 
cost is $10.  We will  print the list of donors just one time 
on Christmas Eve. Your poinsettia will be available to take 
home AFTER the Christmas Eve service! 
 

 
Decorating                     November 25th  
 
The women, along with any willing men, will gather on 
Tuesday November 25 to share a lunch and to decorate 
and prepare the church for the holiday season.  It all begins 
at 10 A.M.  Everyone is encouraged to take part in this im-
portant day in the life of our church!  Childcare can be pro-
vided if you let the office know your needs by  November 
19th  

 
Angel Tree                      Nov 23– Dec 14 
 
The Angel Tags will be available for you to take from the 
tree in the Narthex beginning November 23rd  All gifts 
should be back to the church, wrapped with the angel tag 
on the outside of the gift-wrapped package, by Sunday, De-
cember 14th.   If you can help with the organizing of the 
gifts and/or the delivery, please talk with Faye Feddeck.  
Many hands will make the work seem easy!! 
 

 
Christmas Party                December 7th  
 
On December 7th  the women have planned a wonderful 
evening for EVERYONE IN THE CHURCH to celebrate 
the Christmas Season   The party begins at 4 P.M. and runs 
to 6 P.M.   Party food will be served. We look forward to 
seeing all the families - men, women and children. If you 
need a ride, call the church office or speak with Patty Fruti-
ger .  We will get you there!   
 
 
Your  Women’s Council has worked hard to plan activities 
for November and December.  Every one of these projects/
activities can use your help and needs your full support to 
be a success.  Call any of the ladies who serve on your 
Council to get involved in one or more of these events. If 
you have questions about these events, or the availability of 
childcare, please call a member of the Council or the 
church office. 

    

TTTThe Women’s Ministry of  FPC he Women’s Ministry of  FPC he Women’s Ministry of  FPC he Women’s Ministry of  FPC     
begins a hectic, fulfilling holiday begins a hectic, fulfilling holiday begins a hectic, fulfilling holiday begins a hectic, fulfilling holiday 
season.  Here’s what’s going on!season.  Here’s what’s going on!season.  Here’s what’s going on!season.  Here’s what’s going on!    
    
 
T hanksgiv ing Baskets 
          
The Women of FPC will collect food and money for 
Thanksgiving Baskets  through November 16. Non-
perishable items should be brought to the church and 
placed in the Narthex.  Checks should be made payable to 
FPC with “Thanksgiving Basket” marked in the memo.  
The food will be delivered Tuesday, November 18th.     
Please help us as we help those less fortunate. (Note: we 
will not be collecting for the Food Bank this month) 
 

 
Circle                      November 11th 
 
The Faith Circle will meet at the church on their usual 
second Tuesday, November 13th at 1:30 p.m.   Flora 
Neff will host by providing a dessert and coffee.  The Cir-
cle is open to all ladies of the church.  If you are inter-
ested in this once-a-month Bible Study, please talk with 
Mary Edmundson.  The Circle would love to expand it’s 
circumference! 
 
 
Breakfast                         November 16th  

                
Breakfast begins at 8 A.M.  Please join your sisters in 
Christ and share in some delicious food and a great devo-
tional.   
 

 
Bible Studies         
                       Wednesdays at 10 A.M. 
                              Tuesdays at 7 P.M.(ends 11/18) 

                             Thursdays at 9:30 A.M. (ends 11/20) 
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The women are in the mood to do  another Faith Cookbook.  However, 
this time is will be only salad recipes.  Do you have a special Potato 
Salad, Cold Slaw, Three Bean, Taco etc. recipe that you want to share?  
Please send it to Susie at susie.lange@faithpreschurch.org or write it out 
on a slip of paper and leave on her desk.  Be sure to sign your name to 
the recipe.  There is no time set presently when this will be put together 
but the Women’s Council will decide on a mission which will benefit 
from its sales and will announce at a later date.  
 
Wouldn’t it be fun to have a get-together when the book is done where 
participants bring their salad for a tasting!  Be in thought on that one and 
start looking through your files today for your contribution! 

FPC Financial Update 
 
Estimated Needed              Collected in:        Over/Under 
Monthly Budget* 
                                           January 
General:   $13,000              17,428                 +4,420 
Building:  $ 4,700               2,585                  -2,115 
 
                                           February 
General:   $13,000              10,249                 -2,751 
Bldg:        $ 4,700               4,755                  +   55 
 
                                           March 
General:  $13,000                19,109                 +6,109 
Bldg.      $ 4,700                  6,378                  +1,678 
 
                                           April 
General:  $13,000                 9,052                  -3,948 
Bldg:       $  4,700                2,206                  +2,494 
                                            
                                           May 
General:  $13,000                 8,696                  -4,304 
Bldg:       $ 4,700                 4,194                  -  506 
 

Needed*                       Collected in:             Over/Under 
                                           June 
General: $13,000               16,145                 +3,145 
Bldg:     $4,700                   3,566                  -1,134 
 

July 
General: $13,000                9,131                  -3,869     
Bldg:     $4,700                   1,959                  -2,741 
 

August 
 
General: $13,000               9,860                   -3,139 
Bldg:      $ 4,700                 2,319                  -2,381 
 

September 
 
General: $13,000               12,894.                -    106 
Bldg.     $ 4,700                 12,636                 +7,936 
 

October 
 

General: $13,00                  7,916                  -5,084 
Bldg:     $ 4,700                  1,720                  -2,980 
 
                                            
*Current needs without provisions for new pastor.    
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TTTThe Candles of Adventhe Candles of Adventhe Candles of Adventhe Candles of Advent 
 

Starting the fourth Sunday before Christmas (November 
30th) and ending on Christmas Eve, the season of Advent is 
when we celebrate the coming of Christ into the world as a 
tiny baby born in Bethlehem.  Advent candles are what 
guide us through these weeks, sharing with us the messages 
of our salvation in Jesus. 
 
Be enlightened!  One candle glows the first week of Ad-
vent, then two, three and four are lit in the weeks following.  
As we watch the light of candles glow and grow each week, 
we are reminded that our souls are being enlightened as well 
by the message of this season: “Arise, shine; for your light 
has come, and the glory of the lord has risen upon 
you” (Isaiah 60:1).  Jesus, who is our Light, is coming into 
our world to dispel the darkness of sin, death, and the devil. 
 
Get ready!  Advent is when we “prepare the way for the 
Lord” (Mark 1:3).  The candles serve as signals to us to 
brighten things up around our home and our church in 
preparation for Jesus’ entry into our midst.  Putting up 
Christmas lights outside, decorating a Christmas tree, baking 
colorful cookies and candy, wrapping presents in pretty pa-
per are all ways for us to say “Welcome!” to Jesus. 
 
Wait and see!  The advent candles provide us with a way 
to count the weeks until Christmas.  They subtly teach us 
that waiting is a part of the process of God’s unfolding plan.  
“At just the right time, God sent his Son,” Galatians 4:4 
says.  Advent helps us remember that we are living in God’s 
time, not our own. 
 
Gather Round!  The candles of Advent (most often ar-
ranged in the form of a circle) beckon us to gather round to 
worship and pray, to give thanks and sing, to read God’s 
Word together and share our experiences.  We do this when 
we come to church on Sunday mornings and when we sit 
around the dinner table with family and friends.  The can-
dles of Advent make us realize how important it is to love 
one another as God has loved us in Christ, our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A BIG THANK YOU from the Deacons and Larry Terrell to 
everyone who came out on the recent work day.  FPC never 
looked better!  The little church on Bootlegger Road stands 
as a beautiful beacon of His Word.   
(Reminder: Let’s work hard to keep FPC looking good.  Please 
don’t litter and DO NOT PUT LOOSE TRASH in the outdoor gar-
bage cans.  Our trash collector will only remove bagged trash from 
the cans.  Also, the dumpster area is for STORAGE ONLY!)  

CCCChildren’s Ministry hildren’s Ministry hildren’s Ministry hildren’s Ministry     
    
Recently I was blessed to teach our younger Sunday School 
Class.  Miss Maria and Miss Lynn were both out of town.  
We studied “Joseph the Dreamer”, emphasizing the fear Jo-
seph must have experienced by the hands of his brothers and 
being sold into slavery.  Our Verse is Psalm 121:2a “My help 
comes from the Lord…”  Discussing fear with these little 
ones gave me yet another way to pray for them.  Not only for 
protection but so they can conquer their fears and be bold for 
our Lord.  
 
Getting to know our children is a privilege, which leads me to 
November and Thanksgiving.  I want our church family to 
know that I am so thankful for your prayers for our children 
and the Children’s Ministry program.  I pray all we do is for 
our Lord’s glory! 
 

***SEE YOU IN SUNDAY SCHOOL*** 
 
 
 
 

FPC’s Church WideFPC’s Church WideFPC’s Church WideFPC’s Church Wide    
Harvest FestHarvest FestHarvest FestHarvest Festival & Fish Fryival & Fish Fryival & Fish Fryival & Fish Fry    

Sunday November 2ndSunday November 2ndSunday November 2ndSunday November 2nd    
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD, FUN, MUSIC & SURPRISES 
 

If your last name begins with A—F  —  bring a dessert 
G—Z  —  bring a side dish or salad. 

 
This is a perfect event to invite a neighbor to join you!! 

 

    
Men’s Ministry  Men’s Ministry  Men’s Ministry  Men’s Ministry      
     
The November Men’s Monthly Breakfast will be held on 
November 9th at 7:45 A.M. at the church.  This will be the 
last breakfast for 2008 so be sure to make it.   
 
Chris’s Tuesday Bible study will end on November 18th.  
Then the men will continue to meet for lunch only on Tues-
days until the new year when a new study will begin. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
      1 

2 Fall Festival 
/Fish Fry 

3 4 Election Day 
11a Men’s Study 
7p Women’s Bible  
Study 

5 
10a Women’s Bible 
Study 
6:30p Choir 

6 7 8 

9 
Men’s Breakfast 

10 11 11a Men’s Study 
6p Ad. Comm. Mtg. 
7p Session 
7p Women’s Bible  

12 
10a Women’s Bible 
Study 
6:30p Choir 

13 14 15 

16 
Women’s Break-
fast 

17 18 
11a Last Men’s Study 
7p Last Women’s 
study 

19 
10a Women’s Bible 
Study 
6:30p Choir 

20 21 22 

23 24 25 
10a Women decorate 
       Church 
7p Gospel Jam 

26 27 
Thanksgiving 
Office Closed 

28 
Chris & family on  
Vacation all next  
week 

29 

30 Communion       

November 2008 

FPC Contact Info  
Telephone: 985-875-1212   

Fax: 985-875-1213 
Church/Office  

Street & Mailing Address 
16330 Hwy 1085 

Covington, Louisiana 70433 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday 

9 am—4 pm 
 

E-Mail:  
Susie.lange@faithpreschurch.org 
Chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org 

Pam.greenbaum@faithpreschurch.
org 

 

Deadlines 

 

 

Bulletin announcements need to be 

in the office by noon on the 

Wednesday before the Sunday 

they are to appear. 

 

 

Newsletter items need to be in 

the office by the third Thursday 

of each month! 

 

 

_____ 

 

Sunday Times: 
Sunday School: 9:00am 

Fellowship: 10:00am 
Worship: 10:30am  

November 

Happy Birthday! 
 

 Helen Brooks                    3 

Amiah Ford                        4 

Marie Louise Preble           5 

Stan Hobart                      7 

Stephen Calvert                12 

Ruth Gruder                      24 

 



        


