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A few weeks ago, | preached on Ephesians 4. Here was the big idea:

Ministry in the local church is too important to be left to the professionals alone.

In 2009, we are going to be taking a look at who we are as a church, and what it is that God would have us do to
serve Him in the unique way that He has gifted us for this unique time and purpose in Covington and on the
Northshore. To get ready for this, | have been asking the question: How would you like for people to react when
you tell them where you go to church?

‘Oh yeah, you're the church that

I've been asking you some questions to get you thinking along those lines. I've been reading quite a bit of material
about church identity and helping churches discover their ‘blank filler’.

One of the books I'm reading (Church Unique by Will Mancini,) offers some more questions to help us think about
our church’s collective potential.

If a guest visited our church several times and answered the question, ‘What did you like best
about this church?’ what would the guest say?

What is the most significant thing our church could do in the community? In the world?

If you were bringing a friend to our church for the first time, what singular promise (that is, what
will she receive or experience from coming) would you be most willing to make?

What is the most significant ministry inside our church? Outside?
If we had to only do one ministry outside our church walls, which would we choose?
What spiritual gifts seem to be prominent in our church?

What atmosphere do we tend to create when our people get together?
How do new members talk about what attracted them to the church?

If our church were a hotel or department store, which one would it be?

Have you thought about these questions? Have you talked with someone else about your answers? Have you
changed your mind on any of them?

We've asked these questions for a couple of months now, and we’d love to have some concrete feedback from
you. Your input is very important for the process—I wouldn't say it if | didn’'t mean it. We'll ask you for some feed-
back during the Sunday services, and feel free call or email me directly.

Chris Curtis
chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org
985.875.1212




Women’s Ministry

A big Thank You goes to all the ladies who worked so hard to ma&ethurch-Wide Christmas party such a success. The
food was DELICIOUS, it was arranged beautifully dnd entertainment delightful! (Chris, as usual wod your troop had
everyone laughing in the aisles!!).

Thank you alsoto all the ladies who helped to make our churchk lem beautiful for the Christmas Season.

Ladies, please show up on Tuesday, January 6th to unraliecthe church This is a big job and we need your help!!!!
Show up at 9:30 A.M. and the men are encouragedrte. We need the helfi!

Faith Circle is a group of ladies that meet once a month hetteeathurch for a meeting, a Bible Study and aatesa\ll
women are invited to join this group. They meetlmmsecond Tuesday of each month. This monthriest onJanuary
13th at 1:30 P.M. here at the church. Helen Brooks lvelthe hostess. Talk with Mary Edmundson if yeachmore info!
The Circle had their annual Christmas Party heteeathurch on December 9th. All were decked otiéir finery look-
ing splendid. Take a look! - :

Every Tuesdayevening at 7 P.M. you can drop by the church ahdral chat and laugh akdNIT! for the needy in Ro-
mania. You need not be experienced—there are pdofpielp. Please join in. Talk with Pam for miorfe.

The Womenmeet everyWednesdayat the church for a 10 :00 A.M. Bible Study. Kalith Daisy Beck about joining in!

The Double Nickelswill have another fun luncheon é®bruary 2nd at noon. (Note the change in date!) We will eat
well and play Bingo. We will also discuss a spkaiging for the April Double Nickels. This is f6dEN and women over
55 years of age—but we don't check I.D.s | Doniggrit!

There are plans in the works for a terrific 200%ere are Bible Studies, Heart-to-Heart fun, Braatd, Double Nickels
and a Spring Luncheon that are all being worketbgrrovide the women of FPC wonderful opportuniti&ge hope you
take part in as many of these events as you pyssill!

Giving Tree Thank You

To all you wonderful people who so generously gavehis year’s Giving Tree, you are truly Christmasgels! FPC
helped 3 needy families in our community and widloabe helping two families throughout the yearhwitility bills. A
special thanks goes to Faye Feddeck, Nikki SlatmhRatty Frutiger for organizing this missionP@has shown the true
meaning of Christmas to some very special peollay God bless them and each of you as well! Hayew Year!!

MISSIONS: The Local Missions have been taken on by the Wosbhhistry of our church. With the Thanksgiving
Baskets and Giving Tree we have been blessed hétlopportunity to help those less fortunate. Hejjast one letter we
received from the FOURTEEN families we helped dgitime holidays.

Dear Faith Presbyterian Church.

| wanted to send a note of thanks. My family weergone of your gift cards from Abita Springs Elelnreally helped us have a great
Thanksgiving during a very hard time. We have &ukitul children and things are pretty rough righbw. 1 can't stress to you all

enough about how much the gift card helped. MayLtird bless each and everyone of you. The goodiduoely does answer prayers.

Thank You & God Bless

The Gonzalez Family Thank You for giving us a Thanksgiving
to Remember!!!




A Thought!

‘REACH OUT AND TOUCH SOMEONE!"

Who? Trust the LORD for the answer. PRAY for the
“someone” of God’s choosing for you to influenoe f
Him. It may be a neighbor, friend, family member o
complete stranger.

Be PREPARED by staying close to the Lord, day by, da
moment by moment, feeding on His Word, walking in
faith...growing in grace!

Be PREPARED to happily embrace those whom the
LROD might choose to give us, from the “moral major
ity” to the “immoral minority”!

“Someone to see you. Says she’s from the
Immoral minority.”

Children’s Ministry

Faith Presbyterian was blessed during our Christ
mas season by our children’s “Living Nativity”.

All of our angels, shepherds, Mary, Joseph, bab
Jesus and of course our donkey were so faithful t
their parts. It was an honor for me to work with
them all. Special Thank Yous go out to Tessa Cu
tis, Melinda Curtis, Pastor Chris, our bell choir,
Emily Dale, Jordan Frutiger, Nikki Slaton, Edie
Slaton and our parents who costumed our kids s
beautifully.

K.L.I.C.ers will meet Sunday, January 25th (the
fourth Sunday rather than the usual 3rd) following

Worship service for pizza and a very important sert

vice project.

A JOYOUS NEW YEAR TO ALLI!!
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Men’s Ministry: The monthly Men's
Breakfast will be odanuary 11th at 7:45am at the
church.
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FPC Financial Year Update

Collected in Over/Under
2008

Estimated Needed
2008 General Budget*

$156,000 $147,348 -$8,652

*Current needs without provisions for new pastor

Estimated Needed Collected in Ovedeér
Building Fund 2008
$56,400 $57,466 + 1,066

The Administration Committee wishes to thank evee/o
who took the time to return their 2009 Estimaté&of-
ing Cards for the Operating (General) and Capital
(Building) Funds.

Your Administration Committee meets once a momth o
the second Monday of the month at 6 P.M. The meet
ings are open to anyone who wishes to attend. Your
committee is Harvey Marsolan, Chair, Patty Frutiger
Gary Schoen and Larry Terrell.

Session Update

At a stated meeting, the session of Faith Preshyter
Church, Covington, LA met in the library of the
church on Tuesday evening, December 8th, 2008,
7:00-9p.

The session took action on the following item:
Approved a building use request for a wedding.

The session also met with the co-chairs of the
pastoral search committee.

The meeting was closed with prayer for congrega-
tional concerns as well as for Cornerstone EPC in
Katy, Tx.
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SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, March 7th
Tom Rue and Pam Greenbaum

Pam and Tom would be honored by their church
family attending. Pleas®ave the Date

The theme of peace is everywhere around Christm
time. We see the word “peace” in shop windows a
lawn decorations; we hear it on the radio and in @
churches; we find it on Christmas cards and even
stamps. Peace is everywhere. And yet it's nowHare
spite of the prevalence of the word, we tend tosroist
on its significance this time of year. We hear abag
peace so often that we tune it out just like weetont
the muzak at the grocery store.

Our challenge to you is to not let that happen yeiar.
Slow down a bit and be on the lookout for peaceok.o
around you in the coming days for the connection |
tween the birth of Christ and the unity of his Bodiyen
you might actuallyexperiencethat peace that you hea
and see so much about.

From Peacemakers
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Congregational Meeting

On January 11th there will be a Congregational Meet
ing immediately following worship for the purposg o
electing members to the Deaconte and Session. T

nominees are: Matt Edmundson for Deacon; Henry

Beck and Tom Rue for Elders.
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1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:30a Un-decorat¢ 10a Women'’s
church Bible Study
7p Knitting 6:30p Choir
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
7:45a Men'’s . . 1:30p.C.|rcIe 10a Women's
Breakfast 6p Administration | 7p Knitting Bible Stud
7p Session Ible Stu y
6:30p Choir
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10a Women'’s
7p Knitting Bible Study
6:30p Choir
25 Communion | 26 27 28 29 30 31
10a Women'’s
K.L.I.C.ers 7p Knitting Bible Study
6:30p Choir
— e —————
Deadlines

FPC Contact Info
Telephone: 985-875-1212
Fax: 985-875-1213
Church/Office Street Address
16330 Hwy 1085, Covington 70433
Mailing Address
16330 Hwy 1085
Covington, Louisiana 70433

Bulletin announcements need
be in the office by noon on th
Wednesday before the Sund
they are to appear.

Newsletter items need to be in {
office by the third Thursday ¢

] each month!
Church Office Hours:

Monday through Friday
9 am—4 pm

E-Mail:
Susie.lange@faithpreschurch.org
Chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org
Pam.greenbaum@faithpreschurch.org

Web: www.faithpreschurch.org

Sunday Times:
Sunday School: 9:00am
Fellowship: 10:00am
Worship: 10:30am







