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 3 Scattered Thoughts…(needs focus!) 
 
 
On November 8th, we’re going to have another opportunity for you to exercise your ‘outreach muscles’. I’ll have 
some invitation cards for you to hand to your friends and enemies. I can’t think of a better way to bless an enemy 
than giving them some fried fish—a little taste of heaven, here and now. I know that outreach can seem like a 
daunting subject—but it doesn’t have to be. It’s simply reaching out to others in an effort to love them—in this case 
we’re inviting people to come share a meal and have a good time with us—not terribly threatening.  
 
A small church is very much like a family. Small churches enjoy the family concept and small churches do it well. 
But there’s always the chance that a small church will be so busy being friendly with those already in the family that 
we forget to befriend those who may visit into our family. The fish fry is another chance to pass a good time with 
those who aren’t in the family yet. 
 
We’ll also have live music from the Fabulous Bagasse Boyz. (myspace.com/thefabulousbagasseboyz) I met one of 
the Boyz through the Gospel Jam. Rex and his wife have been coming to the Jam for a while—you might catch 
them at the Jam some time—they’re a real treat. 
 
On another note: In an effort to manage costs, we will begin phasing out the mass-mailing of printed copies of The 
Faithful Times. Our plan is to have them available for reading on the website (faithpreschurch.org), and we will run 
a few hard copies and place them in the narthex. This will probably begin in January. If you aren’t able to pick one 
up at church, or you are not able to read it online, get in touch with the church office. 
 
On yet another note: I have replaced all the cartoons and junk on my office door with signs that say, ‘You’re the 
church that…’ It’s important for you all to think through how you want that question answered. It’s a matter of focus. 
I think for Faith to come to grips with this focus is integral to the long-term health of Faith. 
 
A small church will often feel pressured to be all things to all people—offering all types of ministries for a wide 
range of people. In his book, The Healthy Small Church, Dennis Bickers makes the following observation, 
 

The small church is one of the few organizations left today that thinks it can still be all things to all people. 
Stores, businesses, restaurants, and even magazine publishers recognize that they need to specialize in 
order to be successful. Starbucks did not become the successful company that it is today by selling coffee 
and fishing bait…small churches need to rid themselves of the myth that they can meet the expectations of 
all the people they would like to serve. 

 
In order to focus, you have to edit the things that distract from focus. Answering the ‘You’re the church that…’ 
statement will help to provide focus so that Faith can be on mission for Jesus. 
 
                                                                  

Chris’ ColumnChris’ ColumnChris’ ColumnChris’ Column 
             by Rev. Chris Curtis  
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Thank You 
 
To my dear Church Family, 
 
I can not tell you how much Bob and I appreciated the love, 
concern, calls, visits, cards and most especially the prayers 
that we received from you.  It definitely makes a difference 
in the recovery and nursing.  (So far, my nursing skills have 
not made Bob worse!)  During his hospital stay the follow-
ing prayer made its way to us and has become part of our 
daily prayers.  I would like to share it with you. 
 
Prayer for Healing 
 
Dear God, illness is not a thing, but a place. 
A place that is often full of pain, along with fear, 
       uncertainty, and anger. 
A place where I must be alone, except for You. 
 
Be with me, Lord, along this path I must go. 
Let me pray in confidence with Job 
“I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose 
of yours can be hindered.” 
 
Give me a healthy body that I may use it in Your  
service.  Give me a healthy mind and spirit that I may 
employ them in the work of Your Kingdom. 
 
Until my healing comes, Lord, let me join my suffering 
 to that of Your Son, Jesus, who willingly suffered for 
 our sake.  Let Your grace be sufficient for my need. 
 
Give me, and all who suffer, strength that we may be 
filled with hope.  Give us Your love so that our suffer-
ing may bring us closer to You, the origin and source 
of all love.       In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen 
 
Thank you all.  I am blessed to have you in my life. 
 
Susie Lange 
 

PRAYERS 
 

Please keep our dear Pastor Chris and his  
family, Melinda, Tessa and McKenna, in your 
prayers as they follow the Great Shepherd’s 
voice and begin ministering at New Covenant 
EPC in New Castle, PA. 
 
Chris, we will “Red Beans and Ricely”  
miss you!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chris’ last day with us will be Sunday, November 15th. 

 

 
On Saturday, October 18th at 9 A.M. show up 
to help spruce up our grounds for the world to 
see—well those who pass by on Hwy 1085 
anyway.  We will do some weeding and attend 
to other matters that need attention.   
 
We have a wedding on October 24 and the 
Fall Festival and Fish Fry on November 8 so 
let’s show our pride! 

NO GOD, NO PEACE 
KNOW GOD, KNOW PEACE 
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FPC’s Church Wide 
 FISH FRY 

& Fall Festival 
 

Sunday, November 8th   
Immediately following Worship 

If your last name begins with the letters  
 

  A—F -  bring a dessert (enough to share) 
  G -  Z - bring a side dish or salad (enough to share) 

 
 

Come and enjoy  
FOOD, FUN, AND SURPRISES 

with your brothers and sisters in Christ.   
Take this opportunity to invite a friend to church and 

to share in what promises to be a wonderful day! 

Chef Matt 
Edmundson 
will cook 
again! 
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 CCCChildren’s Ministry hildren’s Ministry hildren’s Ministry hildren’s Ministry     

                      by Pam Greenbaum Rue 
 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 
Can you recite the Ten Commandments? No panic 
this is not test, just a review. Our children are con-
centrating on the Ten this Sunday School quarter. By 
God's grace and good teaching from our Sunday 
School and Children's Church teachers by December 
they will have committed the Ten to memory. We 
are learning the version from the First Catechism: 
 
I. YOU SHALL HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE 
ME. 
II. YOU SHALL NOT MAKE FOR YOURSELF A 
CARVED IMAGE. 
III. YOU SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE 
LORD YOUR GOD IN VAIN. 
IV. REMEMBER THE SABBATH DAY, TO KEEP IT 
HOLY.  
V. HONOR YOUR FATHER AND YOUR MOTHER.  
VI. YOU SHALL NOT MURDER. 
VII. YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. 
VIII. YOU SHALL NOT STEAL. 
IX. YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS 
AGAINST YOUR NEIGHBOR. 
X. YOU SHALL NOT COVET. 
 
K.L.I.C.ers will meet Sunday October 18th for 
lunch, a top secret service project and lots of giggles 
while we learn to serve our Lord. At our September 
meeting we had our largest group ever and lots of 
help from Miss Leslie, Miss Joy and Miss Tiffany. 
We made bookmarks for our college students and 
our men in the military. 
 
 
 

 
***** See You In Sunday School ***** 

MMMMen’s Ministry  en’s Ministry  en’s Ministry  en’s Ministry      
 
The men will have their usual monthly breakfast on 
October 11th at 7:45 A.M.   
 
Pastor Chris continues his study for the men on Tues-
day at 11:30am.   After the study 
they head out to a nearby  
restaurant for a Dutch Treat lunch.   

                                            

Women’s MinistryWomen’s MinistryWomen’s MinistryWomen’s Ministry 
 
A BIG THANK you to Jeannie Schoen for letting the women 
use her lovely home to host the annual Fall Gathering.  This 
event marks the beginning of the year for the women.  We 
loved seeing some new faces and thank everyone involved in 
making this a wonderful event.  The food—Great!  The sister-
hood—FABULOUS!  The children—A BLESSING! 

 
 
The Wednesday Bible Study continues each week at 
10 A.M.  

A new 7 week study will begin on Thursday mornings at 9:30 
A.M. and will be repeated on Tuesday evenings at 7 P.M.  
This is a Beth Moore study.  Talk to Nikki Slaton if inter-
ested. 
 

Circle started back in September and will meet again 
on their usual 2nd Tuesday of the month on October 
13th at 1:30 P.M.  The Circle women have pledged 
to pray especially for the young mothers of our 

church .  They will also be checking on the kitchen to clean 
out the refrigerator and tidy up a bit each month.  You don’t 
need to be in the Circle to help out with this task.  Call Mary 
Edmundson or the office if you would like to help. 
 
 

Sunday October 11th Heart to Heart will gather for 
lunch at Jeannie's. Our Fall service project is updat-
ing our FPC scrap book. If you have any photos from 
our past that you would like included, please give 

them to Pam. We want to celebrate our 10th anniversary 
looking forward and thanking our Lord for our journey. 
 
 

Double Nickels will meet at the church on Monday, 
November 9th at noon.  Lunch will be served along 
with bingo with prizes.  All men and women over 
55 years of age are invited for a fun afternoon. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
    1 

9:30a Women’s 
Bible Study 

2 
 
 
Johanna cleans 

3 

4 5 6 
11:30a Men’s 
Study 
7p Women’s study 

7 
10a Women’s 
Study 

8 
10a Women’s 
Study 

9 10 

11   7:45a Men’s 
Breakfast 
Heart-to-Heart 
Lunch 

12 13 
11:30a Men’s Study 
1:30p Circle 
7p Women’s study 
7p Session 

14 
10a Women’s 
Study 

15 
10a Women’s 
Study 

16 
 
 
Johanna cleans 

17 
 
9A  WORK 
       DAY 

18 
K.L.I.C.ers 

19 20 
11:30a Men’s 
Study 
7p Women’s study 

21 
10a Women’s 
Study 

22 
10a Women’s 
Study 

23 
 
Wedding Re-
hearsal 
Johanna cleans for wed. 

24 
 
1P Wedding 

25 
Communion 

26 27 
11:30a Men’s Study 
7p Women’s study 
7p Gospel Jam 

28 
10a Women’s 
Study 

29 
10a Women’s 
Study 

30 
 
 
Johanna cleans 

31 

October 2009 

FPC Contact Info  
Telephone: 985-875-1212   

Fax: 985-875-1213 
Church/Office Street Address 

16330 Hwy 1085 
Covington, Louisiana 70433 

 
Church Office Hours: 

Monday through Thursday 
9 am—4 pm 

 
E-Mail:  

Susie.lange@faithpreschurch.org 
Chris.curtis@faithpreschurch.org 

Pam.greenbaum@faithpreschurch.org 
 

Sunday Times: 
Sunday School: 9:00am 

Fellowship: 10:00am 
Worship: 10:30am 

Praise & Prayer: 6:00pm  

October 
Happy Birthday! 

 
 
Renee Marsolan                     3 
Ava Haynes                            3 
Candy Foster                         6 
Jamie Annessa                       7 
Carlie Annessa                      10 
Peggy Miestchovich              12 
Don Frutiger                         22 
Anna Kathryn Slaton             28 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Melissa & Mike Taylor             1 

                
  

Deadlines 
 

Bulletin announcements 
need to be in the office by 
noon on the Wednesday 
before the Sunday they 
are to appear. 
 
Newsletter items need to 
be in the office by the 
third Thursday of each 
month. 



        


